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was much more marked than in 1931; there were only 48,310 males
to 54,616 females—a ratio of 885 to 1,000. In part, no doubt, this
lessening of the disparity between the sexes is due to the gradual
reduction of the relative importance of the war losses of men, and
to the unusual masculinity of births since the War, but, since in the
whole of England and Wales this only caused a rise in the ratio of
males from 913 to 920 per 1,000 females, these causes cannot account
for the much greater rise from 885 to 952 in the Survey Area. The
probable cause for most of the change is a large preponderance of
males among the immigrants to the Area; and this in its turn is prob-
ably the result of the general cause that men move their places of
residence more easily than women,1 and of the particular cause that
the expanding industries of the Area offer employment chiefly to
males. This latter point is illustrated by the fact that the area of the
present Cowley and Iffley ward in Oxford, which was in 1921 still
little affected by industrialization, had then an excess of females over
males, whereas by the year 1931 the sex ratio had been reversed. In
general, the industrial and social changes have tended to reduce the
disparities between the sexes in the different parts of the Area, as
well as in the whole. ,The infusion of a suburban element into the
agricultural villages has in very many cases reduced or reversed a
previous excess of males over females, while the industrialization of
areas which were already urban has usually corrected a previous
excess of females over males.
The ratio of males to females varies very much in the different age-
groups. In the Survey Area as a whole there is an excess of males in
all the (five-yearly) age-groups below the age of 30; an excess of
females in all the (ten-yearly) age-groups above that age. This excess
of males is greatest in the age-group 20-5, in which there were 8,141
males to 6,181 females—a ratio of 1,318 males to every 1,000 females.
The number of males to 1,000 females was 897 in the age-group
30-40; thereafter it falls steadily, until among persons over 70 it was
only 633. The proportion between the sexes in the different age-
groups does not vary very widely in the various parts of the Area.
Oxford C.B. had a small deficiency of females in the age-group 5-10,
and the excess of males between 20 and 25 was greater than else-
where, being 1,407 to 1,000. In Abingdon M.B. there was an excess
of males only in the two groups 0-5 and 5-10, and at Woodstock
M.B. only in these groups and in that from 60 to 70. The former
urban district of Wheatley had excess of males only between the
ages of 15 to 25 and 60 to 70; it is perhaps worth noticing that there
1 See p. 53 below.

